EVENTS HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED IN AND AROUND NEW YORK STATE IN CELEBRATION OF RussiaN-AMERICAN HisTORY MONTH
For EVvENTS, co TO www.RussiaNAMERICANHISTORYIMONTH.ORG

tUSSIAN-AMERICAN RISTORY MONTH

The bust of Yuri Gagarin unveiled at the Cradle of Aviation Museum. Photo:
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Orbit of Friendship

by Alexey Osipov

Space exploration was initially interpreted by the Soviet Union and United States as a
real race, in which the winners were determined in the most different nominations: “first
satellite”, “first man in space’, “first space station’, etc. But for many years, Russians and
Americans have been not only collaborating successfully in space exploration, but also
attracting representatives of other countries.

June 30, 2012 the bust of Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, the first man in space, was
unveiled at Long Island’s Cradle of Aviation Museum in Garden City, NY. Mikhail Tyurin - a
28-year veteran of the Soviet and Russian space programs - said the bust was more than
just a likeness of the first man in space. It was a symbol of the new era of understanding
between US and Russia.

Among the good friends of RACH-C, “The Russian American Cultural Heritage Center”
are both cosmonauts and astronauts so, RACH-C was very pleased to be present when the
UN headquarters hosted an exhibition of paintings by Russian schoolchildren who won
the RACH-C competition, “We Draw Gagarin”. The exhibition’s guest of honor was Russian
cosmonaut, Hero of Russia, Oleg Kotov.

Kotov met with American students from New Jersey thanks to the efforts of their history
teacher, descendent of Russian emigrants, Sergei Alschen who chose Gagarin’s flight as an
aspect of the Cold War, to be the theme of one of their semesters. Let’s recall that it was
Russia, that initiated the adoption by the UN General Assembly of the resolution on
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Auexcert Ocunos

OcBoeHMe KocMUYecKol chepbl MepBOHAYANbHO BOCNprHMManock CoseTckmm Coto3om 1
CoepavHeHHbIMK LLITaTamy Kak HacToALLaA FOHKa, B KOTOPOW onpeaensanics nobeautenm B ca-
MbIX Pa3HbIX HOMUHALMAX — «MePBbI CNYTHUK», <NepPBbIi YENIOBEK B KOCMOCE», «MepBas op-
6uTanbHas ctaHumaA» 1 T.4. Ho BOT ye MHOTO NeT pOCCMAHE 1 aMeprKaHLibl He TOMbKO ycneLu-
HO COBMECTHO COTPYAHMYAIOT B [lefle OCBOEHMNA KOCMOCA, HO U MPUBIEKAIOT K CBOMM MpOoeKTam
npeacTaBuTenen pyrux cTpaH.

30 utoHsA, 2012 1. B NIOHr-alineHACkom My3ee «Konbibenb aBrnauum» B fapaeH-Cutu, wrat
Hbto-MopK, 6bii OTKPbIT 610CT POCCUIMCKOro KocMoHaBTa KOpua farapriHa, nepBoro Yenose-
Ka B kocmoce. Muxann TIopuH — BeTepaH COBETCKMX Y POCCUINCKNX KOCMUYECKMX MPOorpamMmm
cKa3san, uto 6tocT bonee, YemM CXOACTBO. ITO CMMBOJ HOBOW 3pbl NOHUMaHKA mexay CLUA n
Poccuen.

B uncne pobpbix apyseit PAKCU ecTb MHOTO KOCMOHABTOB 11 aCTPOHaBTOB. KCTaTu, MIMEHHO
¢ yyactnem PAKCU B CLUA, B wrab-kBapTrpe OOH npoluna BbiCTaBKa PUCYHKOB POCCUNCKINX
WKONbHMKOB, NobeamBLINX B KOHKypce «Pucyem farapuHa». Toraa noyeTHbIM rocTemM BbiCTaB-
KW CTan poCCUMNCKNN KOCMOHaBT, lepoit Poccnn Oner KoTos.

OH TaK»e BCTPeTUCA C aMeprKaHCKUMU yyalmmmnca us wrata Hoto-[kepcu, kotopble 6na-
rogapa ycunmam CBOEro yumnTena UCTopumm, NoTOMKa pycckimx amurpaHToB Cepred AniueHa Bbl-
6panu B KauecTse TeMbl OAHOTO 13 CEMECTPOB M3yyeHue Kypca «[onet larapriHa B acnekTe xo-
NOAHOW BONHbI», HarmoMHUM, YTO MMeHHO Poccua nHnuyumnposana npuHsaTue leHaccambneein
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" EDITORIAL

The 3rd “Russian American History
Month”, New York, April-May, 2014

Dear Friends!

Welcome to the third Russian American History Month in NYS, another welcome expression of the rich
diversity of our state and nation.

The main objective of the History Month is to provide learning opportunities for the public at large, especially,
younger generation, that highlight the history of Russian Americans and their productive role in the evolving
history of the United States. The goal is to let the children of the parents and grandparents who came from
Russia know about their contributions into American history and feel pride in being Russian Americans.

In early 2012, a coalition of organizations requested the NYS Senate to pass a resolution establishing “Russian
American History Month” NYS Senator Adriano Espaillat, whose district includes a number of Russian
Americans, rose to deliver a warm and eloquent speech commending the Russian American community
for its contributions to his State and his Nation and offered the resolution. It passed without objection and
kicked off a month of events and activities throughout the state.

In 2013 a delegation of the 50 member “Coalition” led by its chair Dr. Olga Zatsepina, President of RACH-C
witnessed the NYS Senate reaffirm the month. In a commendable spirit of bi-partisanship, Democrat A.
Espaillat from Manhattan again sponsored the resolution, joined as co-sponsor by Republican Majority
Leader Dean G. Skelos. Senators Martin J. Golden and John J. Bonacic, who also co-sponsored the resolution
a year before, were joined by Senator Simcha Felder of Brooklyn as a co-sponsor. The resolution passed and
the tradition of “Russian American History Month”in NYS was firmly established.

RA History Month 2014 will open at Kaufman Music Center with the US Premiere of classical music composer
Grigory Smirnov, native of Siberia. Other high points of the Month will include many concerts, among them:
the 8th annual “Musical Olympus” festival at Carnegie Hall; Celebration of the 100th anniversary of Scriabin
performed by Moscow born composer/ performer Dmitry Rachmanov ; the Youth America G ran Prix 15
anniversary celebration ; and a concert commemorating the end of WW II. The “Cherry Orchard Festival” will
help celebrate the Month with Russian inspired events including Vladimir Spivakov with the Moscow Virtuosi
Chamber Orchestra.

This publication carries information about the events of the Month. These and new events are described at
www.russianamericanhistorymonth.org. Conferences, art exhibits, documentary screenings, tours, and more
are listed there as well annual events like the celebrated “Spring Ball” of the Russian Nobility Association in
America, first held in 1936, and the 8th annual RACH-C international “Children’s Festival of Russian Culture”
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PROFILE

Yuri Gagarin: First Of The Space Travelers

by Benjamin Sigelman

While Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon,
his journey would have been impossible without the
precedents that had paved its way. A little less than a
year before John Glenn orbited the Earth, Yuri Gagarin
became the first man to dare to enter the final frontier.
His On March 8, the pioneering astronaut would have
turned 80.

Yuri Alexeevich Gagarin was born in the village of
Klushino, Russia. Even as a boy he showed an interest
in flight, launching paper airplanes in class. However,
in 1943, Nazi occupation caused his school to close.
Shortly before the village's liberation, the young
Gagarin saw a Soviet fighter pilot attack German
troops. This act of heroism led to him determining
his future career path. Two years after the village's
liberation, the Gagarins moved to Gzhatsk where Yuri
continued his studies. In 1951, he joined the Saratov
Flying Club and later studied at the Military Aviation
School in Orenburg, where he played basketball
despite his stature of 5’5", graduating with honors. In
1959, after two years of military service in Murmansk,
Gagarin joined a select group of candidates to take on
the task of going into space. One year later, following
extensive medical examinations in Moscow, Gagarin
began his training.

Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin

On April 12, 1961, the Vostok One rocket with
Gagarin at its helm blasted off, the astronaut yelling,
“Let’s go!” moments after launching off the ground. He
spent 108 minutes outside of the Earth’s atmosphere,
becoming the first person in history to do so. The very
day of his mission’s completion, a rally on Red Square
celebrated Gagarin, awarding him the title of Hero of
the Soviet Union, the highest honor possible at the time.

A month later, Gagarin began his second mission, this
time closer than his previous one. The “Peace Mission”
became Gagarin's first time abroad, visiting almost
30 countries, such as Czechoslovakia, Finland, Brazil,
Canada, Great Britain, India, Afghanistan, and Egypt.
He also visited France during the 14th International
Astronautically Congress. A year after his momentous
launch, Astronauts Day, an annual tradition continuing
to this day throughout Russia, was first celebrated.

According to his younger daughter Elena, Gagarin’s
love of cosmonautics never ceased. He was jealous of
those who had the privilege to spend more time than
he had in the place he'd always dreamed of going.

Unfortunately, he was never able to complete his
dream of returning to space. On March 27, 1968, the
MiG-15UTI Gagarin was piloting crashed. He received a
state funeral, drawing tens of thousands to Red Square.
Soviet Union declared a national period of mourning for
the 34-year-old astronaut. He was buried in the Kremlin
wall alongside other national heroes.

Gagarin’s legacy continues to this day. The town
of Gzhatsk was renamed in his honor and continues
to bear his name. To many, he is still a symbol of both
scientific progress and the determination to break into
the unknown. [

Nabokov: Gifted Writer, Russian

by Diana Bruk

Vladimir Nabokov is considered the greatest literary
stylist and one of the best postmodern writers of the
twentieth century, hismagnum opus, Lolita, consistently
finds its way on compilations of the best novels of all
time, and his name is revered in the literary community.
And yet when entering a library, it’s difficult to decide
whether to look for his books in the “American literature”
section or the Russian one (hint: he can usually be found
in both).

Born to one of the wealthiest aristocratic families in
St. Petersburg, Vladimir Nabokov came into the world
on April 22, 1899 (April 10 by the Old Style calendar).
He spoke Russian, English, and French at home, and
spent his summers on the family estates in Vyra and
Rozhdestveno, as well as holidays on the French Riviera.
He wrote his first poem during a thunderstorm at the
age of 15. During the February Revolution of 1917,
Nabokov and his family fled to Crimea. Nabokov would
never again return to his beloved Russia, and this loss
of his motherland and his first love (Valentina) would
factor heavily in his work, where he often explored the
beauty of nostalgia and the way that fiction enables one
to revisit treasured memories and barred lands.

In 1919, Nabokov enrolled in Cambridge, where he

Author Viadimir Nabokov in New York City, Photo: William
Claxton, 1962

studied Russian literature and conducted several love
affairs at once. In 1922, his father, whom he loved and
admired enormously, was assassinated in Berlin while
trying to shield the real target. Nabokov stayed in Berlin,
where he shortly metVera Nabokov at a masked ball and
married her. She would famously become his personal
assistant, editor, and complete other half until the day
he died. Over the next few years, he would write several
novels in Russian (using the pen name Sirin), which
failed to make much critical or commercial impact. At
the time, he, Vera, and their only child, Dimitri, lived

and English

quite poorly, with Nabokov often writing his novels on
index cards in the bathtub or on a bidet.

Sensing anti-semitic unrest, the Nabokovs moved to
Paris in 1937.1n 1940, they managed to catch one of the
last ships sailing to America, marking the third time that
Nabokov narrowly escaped an authoritarian regime.

In America, he began lecturing on comparative
literature at Wellesley college and working as a
lepidopterist at Harvard while training himself to
write artistically in English. In 1948, he began teaching
Russian and European Literature at Cornell University,
until the worldwide success of Lolita enabled him to
retire in 1959. In 1961, he and Vera moved into a hotel
in Montreux, Switzerland (he would famously never
own a house), where he died in 1977 from severe
bronchial congestion. This decade, the “Ithaca period,’
is when he produced some of his most famous revered
work, including Pnin, Pale Fire, Speak Memory, his
controversial translation of Eugene Onegin, and of
course Lolita. While unequivocally regarded as a great
writer in America, Nabokov's legacy in Russia is more
complicated. His books were banned during the Soviet
Union. But it was noticed recently, that a reevaluation of
Nabokov is taking place today, perhaps indicating that
he will finally begin to be appreciated in the country of
his birth. O

FOR EVENTS AND UPDATES, GO TO HTTP://www.RussIANAMERICANHISTORYMONTH.ORG
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HISTORY

Alaska To Mexico Through One
Russian’s Eyes: Nikolai Rezanov

by Benjamin Sigelman

Before becoming the 49th state, Alaska was part of
Russia. One of the first to establish business there was
Nikolai Rezanov who, on March 28, would have turned
250.

Nikolai Petrovich Rezanov was born in 1764 in St.
Petersburg to a noble family. Even in his childhood, he
demonstrated great intelligence and talent mastering
five foreign languages by the age of 14. At the age
of 16 he was personally responsible for the safety of
Catherine the Great during her trip through Crimea. He
would again work with her while on the staff of Gavrila
Derzhavin, Catherine’s personal secretary.

In addition to politics, he developed an interest in
trade after meeting Grigori Shelikhov of the Shelikhov-
Golikov Fur Company, the first company to send
packages from Russia to the United States, eventually
marrying his daughter Anna. Following Shelikhov's
death in 1795, Rezanov continued to be vigorously
involved in business and in 1799 founded the Russian-
American Company on the basis of Shelikhov’s ideas.
He remained its head and also became a member of
senate.

After the birth of their second child in 1802 his
wife died of puerperal fever. Saddened by her death,
Rezanov wanted to retire and take his children to live in
seclusion. However, the new emperor, Alexander |, had
other plans for him; in 1803 by imperial order, Rezanov
was named the first Russian ambassador to Japan, with
the idea of opening trade between the two countries
despite Japan’s policy of isolation. The 14-month voyage
under the leadership of Adam Johann von Krusenstern
became the first Russian circumnavigation and took
the crew across the equator before reaching the port
of Nagasaki. The ships’ crew stayed in the harbor for six
months awaiting a response from Emperor Kokaku, who
was unable to establish an embassy and did not wish to
do trade with Russia, returning all gifts and demanding
the ships’leave.

Upon his return to Russia, Rezanov went to inspect
Russian settlements in Alaska. He arrived in New
Arkhangelsk, modern day Sitka, and saw the settlers
dying of hunger as all food spoiled on the way through
Siberia. In an attempt to help, Rezanov bought a
vessel from the merchant John Wolf and ordered the
construction of another to ensure a sufficient amount.
Once they were ready, Rezanov sent the two ships to
California both for food and the possibility of opening
trade with Spain.

The hope of trade relations proved inopportune as
Spain was allied with Napoleon. However, within six
weeks of arriving in San

Francisco he managed to win over the governor of
Alta California José Arillaga and the fort’s commandant
and future founder of Los Angeles José Dario Arglello,
falling in love with his daughter Maria Concepcién.

Nikolai Petrovich Rezanov. Date unknown. Unknown artist.
Photograph of an engraving. Collection of Oakland Museum of
California. The Oakland Tribune Collection.

At the age of 42, he proposed to her before returning
to Russia to ask for the emperor’s permission. Maria
Concepcidén ensured him that she would wait. On his
way back, Rezanov stopped in New Arkhangelsk and
sent his own people to California to search for a suitable
place to organize southern settlements, one of which
existed for 13 years. Unfortunately, he never reached
the emperor; he died on March 1, 1807 from a serious
head injury he sustained falling from a horse.

Maria Concepcién continued to wait for him
remaining faithful and going every morning to the
place where the Golden Gate Bridge now is to wait
for him. Upon learning about his death, she joined a
convent where she would spend the rest of her life. Their
romance later became the subject of many works such
as Andrei Voznesensky’s poem “Avos!”and subsequently
Alexei Rybnikov’s popular rock opera Juno and Avos as
well as the subject of Bret Harte's poem “Concepcion
de Arguello”. The love between the Russian explorer
and the daughter of a Spanish statesman created a
connection between the two countries. Additionally,
accounts of his expeditions inspired many and in an age
of expedition. [

Russian-American

Relations During
World War I

by George Selinsky

This year Russia will be commemorating 100 years
since its participation in World War |. This is a significant
occasion, as Soviet history books had labeled this
an ‘imperialist war’ who's main achievement was
introducing the instability which led to the Russian
revolution. As a result, Russia’s participation in World
War | is not familiar to many, Dr. Zhivago aside. Even
fewer know of Russian-American relations during this
period.

While Russia was involved in World War | from its
outset in August of 1914, it took two and a half years
until the United States broke its policy of neutrality
and joined the allied forces. However, prior to this
event the United States had already been procuring
armaments for several allied countries, including
Russia. By the end of 1915 over thirty five American
factories, the bulk of the country’s productive capacity,
was engaged in the production of various armaments
for the Russian front, including the famous Mosin-
Nagant Russian field rifle.

The production and shipment of Russian arms in the
United States came under targeted attack from two
fronts: agents of the central powers, who for obvious
reasons sought to disrupt any allied supplies, and leftist
agents, who's goal was to arrange for Russia’s defeat
in the war in order to bring about a revolution. Supply
depots were subject to bomb attacks, and defective
supplies were marked as good for use.

When the United States entered the war effortin April
of 1917, massive conscription took place. That included
the conscription of Russian citizens living and working
in the United States, who were considered eligible for
the draft as Russia was an allied power. About 98 Russian
conscripts from the United States were decorated for
their service on the western front. Russian American
citizens also participated financially in the war effort,
buying “freedom bonds” which amounted to as much
as $10,000,000 according to one estimate (about $187
million in today’s dollars).

In February of 1917, when the Tsarist government
was replaced by a democratic provisional government,
American public opinion was highly supportive of
the new Russian republic seeing it as a ‘big brother
democracy’. However, 8 months later the Bolsheviks
came to power which resulted in Russia withdrawing
from the war effort. This resulted in a lot of hostility
toward Russians in the United States, who became the
subject of a series of pogroms. These pogroms carried
on during the infamous Palmer raids after the war was
over, when all ethnic groups suspected of leftist leanings
were subject to attacks by police.

Many Russians from Russia who fought in the war
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refused to support the new Bolshevik government,
choosing to actively resist it. Having lost the civil war
to the communists, these men and their families had to
find a new home. Initially moving to Europe and China,
many ended up settling in the United States after World
War II. Gracefully, America not only offered them a new
home, but recognized their contribution to the united
war effort by giving them the status of war veterans.

In 1924, a group of Russians in San Francisco opened
the first Russian military organization in the United
States, the “Society of Russian Veterans of the Great
War”. The society purchased a house in 1934, which
exists to this day and houses numerous unique exhibits
and archival materials devoted to Russia’s participation
in World War |, as well as the Russian civil war. [

— »
|’
- -

llHl'I'ED FOR LIBER

“RUSSIAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
MONTH” draws the attention of American
audiences to the history of Russian-
Americans and the role they have played
in the history of the US. Events and
activities have been organized in various
locations in New York State.

Russian Community Organization
Formed in New Jersey

by Alexander Golobov

Known for its diversity, the United States is home to
many groups that, however dedicated to their adopted
homeland, still strive to preserve the history, culture and
fellowship of their respective motherlands. The Russian
American community continues that tradition.

Just last year, The Rova Farms Historic District Asso-
ciation (RFHDA), a charitable non-profit organization
was formed to continue the work of community building
and advocacy in the best traditions of its forerunner
«ROOVA.» Its mission — to promote the development,
stability and well-being of the Russian-American com-
munity by interpreting its cultural, historical and spiri-
tual heritage with accuracy, integrity and sensitivity;
advance and support community education, growth
and development goals; introduce programs and public
policy initiatives; and to work in partnership with com-
munity leaders and other organizations to foster deeper
understanding and appreciation of Russian-American
history, experience and our diverse culture.

ROOVA originally cameinto beingin 1926 as theresult
of a merger of five Russian organizations: the Russian
Orthodox National Aid Society of New York, the Russian
National Mutual Aid Society of New York, the Russian
Consolidated Aid Society of Philadelphia, the Federation
of Progressive Mutual Aid Societies of New York, and
the Russian National Mutual Aid Society of Pittsburgh.
Organized into local units known as branches, ROOVA
offered the Russian-American community insurance
policies, financial assistance for the disabled, low-cost
mortgages, and shelters for the homeless and aged.
It also organized many social and sporting events

throughout the year. In 1965, ROOVA merged its
insurance operations with the Russian Brotherhood
Organization (RBO) of Philadelphia, and ceased to exist.
ROVA Farms, Inc., as well as the other ROOVA-founded
institutions, were not included in the merger with RBO,
and have continued their autonomous operations. To
this day, only three institutions have survived: St Mary'’s
Church, St Vladimir’s Church, and St Vladimir’s Russian
Orthodox Cemetery.

In the early 1930’s , the Russian-American financial
and social service organization, known at one time to
its members by its acronym in the Russian language,
POOBA — Pycckoe O6beanHeHHoe O6uiectBo B3au-
Monomolwm B AMepuke, otherwise known as ROOVA
— the Russian Consolidated Mutual Aid Society of
America (RCMASA), purchased some 1400 acres of
prime Jersey Pinelands, and undertook a large-scale
social experiment, establishing ROVA Farms Resort, Inc.,
in Cassville, Jackson Township, New Jersey, as a Russian-
American cultural and social center, and giving Russian
immigrants the opportunity to cultivate the land, grow
vegetables, and raise livestock.. Within a few years,
several religious, cultural, and philanthropic institutions
had been founded: St Vladimir's Memorial Church to
commemorate the 950th anniversary of the Baptism of
Rus’; St Vladimir’s Orthodox Cemetery; St Mary’s Russian
Orthodox Church; the A. S. Pushkin Memorial Home for
Aged Russian People; and the Pushkin Memorial Park.
The Leo Tolstoy Memorial Library devoted to the history
and archives of Russian immigration in America and a
Summer Camp for Children were also established, but
have not survived to the present day. [J

Rova Farms in Jackson, New Jersey
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ORGANIZATIONS

RACH-C Celebrates 10th Anniversary

by Sergei Levashov

In 2011, President of RACH-C Olga Zatsepina, PhD
and Bd Member Alexander Ruchkin, PhD, wrote a
book about US organizations of Russian Emigration
that was published by RACH-C Press.

The book identifies about a hundred groups,
some just beginning, others with decades of work;
all of them in some way trying to preserve and share
Russian culture in America. All these organizations
are dedicated to preserving the best of the heritage
of the mother country while embracing the culture of
their new country of residence. Many also help with
charitable activities directly supporting orphanages,
medical facilities and more in Russia, not just the US.

RACH-C, no longer among the newest, is generally
representative of the newer organizations that try to
encourage the interest of non-Russians in the culture
and history the diverse groups that form the identity
of “Russian American.” And, it can look back with pride
at the ways it has built on the experience of older
groups while developing new initiatives. RACH-C will
hold the 8th annual International “Children’s Festival
of Russian Culture” at the NYU Performing Arts Center
(Skirball Hall.) on May 17, 2014. As usual there will be
exceptionally talented Children’s Folk Ensembles from
as far as Canada and Virginia joining local and metro
area groups in providing a taste of centuries old Russian

music and dance along with contemporary music.

In 2011, RACH-C won the coveted “Silver Archer
Award” within the category “Communications in
the Global World” for its series of children’s festivals.
The award comes from the board of directors of this
association of public relations practitioners in Russia.
You can learn more about this festival over the years
on our website.

RACH-C is a charitable, educational 501 C 3
Non-Profit dedicated to collecting, preserving, and
disseminating the best traditions, the history, the
culture and the heritage of Russian Americans, and
to sharing them with their friends and neighbors. Its
achievements over the past decade have included:

Seminars and conferences with NYU, The Harriman
Institute. Lehman College CUNY, and other scientific
settings dealing with matters such as — American
Adoption of Russian Children, The Russian American
Diaspora and citizen diplomacy, etc.

The “Children’s Festival of Russian Culture”an annual
collection (8 years) of performances for families that
features performances by Children’s Folk Ensembles
for families.

Establishing the first ever “Russian American History
Month” in New York State (celebrated in 2014 for the
3rd year). The main objective of “Russian-American
History Month” is to provide learning opportunities
for the general public, especially students in schools

and universities, that will draw attention to the history
of Russian Americans and the productive role they
have played and continue to play, in the history of the
United States.

Publications, notably the book by Dr. Alexander B.
Ruchkin and Dr. Olga S. Zatsepina titled; Pycckune B
CLUA. ObLecTBeHHblE OpraHM3aLuUn PycCKON SMuUrpa-
umm B XX — XXI BB. (Russians in the USA: Organizations
of Russian Immigration in the XX-XXI centuries.) O

The 7th Children’s Festival of Russian Culture, Peter Norton
Symphony Space Theater. Photo: T. Pakhomova, 2013

The Russian Nobility Association in America, Inc.

by The Russian Nobility Association in America

The RNA was founded over eighty years ago in New
York by Russian Emigrés, who left Russia in 1917-1922
as a result of the Russian revolution. Since then, several
generations of Russian-American members and friends
of the non-profit, all-volunteer Association, have carried
on the Russian Nobility’s traditions of honor, service,
culture, and civility by preserving the tenets of Russian
history, heritage and culture. Most importantly, the
Association continues to engage in philanthropic and
humanitarian activities which include youth programs,
medical assistance, and support of orphanages and
homes for the elderly in the Greater New York area,
throughout the United States and internationally.

The RNA funds its charitable endeavors from private
contributions, proceeds fromits various cultural lectures,
and the annual Spring Ball, the largest fund raising
event of the year. In addition to its humanitarian efforts,
the RNA has recently instituted the Prince Scherbatow
Scholarship Fund, which offers financial aid to college
students. This Fund is supported in part, by a series of
lectures which, were presented by prominent authors

including Suzanne Massie, and in 2013 by Douglas
Smith, as well as Faberge expert, Dr. Geza Von Habsburg.

The RNA has its roots firmly planted in the heritage
of Russian-American contributors to the arts and
sciences, including world famous names such as Igor
Sikorsky, Alexander De Seversky, Vladimir Zworykin,
Vassily Leontiev, Sergei Rachmaninoff, Igor Stravinsky,
Serge Obolensky, Alexander Tcherepnine, Vladimir
Nabokov, Natalie Wood, Yul Brynner, George Balanchine,

RNA Board Members, Photo: Nikolai Komissarov

Mikhail Baryshnikov, Oleg Cassini and scores of others.
Membership in The Association is open to everyone
who has the desire to help or the inclination to
share their time and effort to ease the burden of the
disadvantaged. Today, the Charter of the RNA is an
even stronger commitment to continue the long
standing traditions of «Nobility,» that is, to help the
less fortunate, educate the needy and comfort the sick
and indigent. [J
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ORBIT OF FRIENDSHIP
Continned from Page Al

declaring April 12 International Day of Human Space
Flight.

The International Association of Space Explorers
(ASE), which includes conquerors of space from many
different countries, recently unveiled its strategy for
defending our planet from asteroids. A recent and,
alas, incredibly unpleasant meeting by residents of
the Russian city of Chelyabinsk with such an uninvited
guest spurred the ground work to activate the strategy
and bring it to life. ASE representatives reported that a
great telescope dedicated exclusively to tracking the
trajectory of asteroids and meteorites already exists.
Money for it was collected; a significant part of it came
from businessmen from Russia.

Memorable photos and records of presentations
over various years reflect the perspective of Russian and
American space heroes who have come to admire and
respect each other.

“Most of all | remember the special program, within
the framework of which the city named in honor of
my dad, Gagarin, was brought to order. This was in the
year when the 50th anniversary of his flight into space
was celebrated. A celebratory exhibition was held in
the Moscow State Archive where documents were
presented, many of which were exhibited for the first
time, personal items belonging to my father, a lot of
photos.”

— Elena Gagarina, daughter of the first cosmonaut

Yuri Gagarin, director of the Moscow Kremlin Museums

“l began to dream about space upon seeing it in a
fantasy movie. Gagarin had already been in orbit, but
human flights were still perceived then as something
out of the ordinary. | didn’t want to be a national hero; |
just wanted to touch the stars. For hours | would stare at
the night sky, trying to find an algorithm of the location
of leading lights.... Yuri Gagarin’s flight into space
opened the road to the Universe for all of humanity. My
American colleagues and | regard the role of Russians in
the history of space exploration with great respect.”

— Astronaut Mae Jemison

“The competition of two great powers gave space
exploration a separate positive push. But the world’s
different today and leading world powers don't compete
in space as much as they collaborate in its exploration.”

— Astronaut Neil Armstrong O

The Moscow Kremlin Museum director & a daughter of Yuri
Gagarin Elena Gagarina. Photo: A. Savin, 2011

Dr. Mae C. Jemison, First African-American Woman in Space.
Photo: NASA, 1992

Astronaut Neil Armstrong, first man to walk on the moon.
Photo: NASA, 1965

OPBMNTA APY/KBhI

Hanano na cmp. Al

OOH pe3ontouun 06 ob6basneHun 12 anpens Mexay-
HapOAHbIM fIHEM OCBOEHMSA YeNIOBEKOM KOCMOCa.

MexxgyHapogHas accoymayma KOCMUYeCcKux ncche-
posatenen (ASE), B KOTOpPyio BXOAAT NOKOPUTENN KOC-
MOCa 13 MHOTMX CTPaH MUpPa, HeJaBHO NpeAcTaBuna B
Hblo-Mopke cBOI CTpaTernio 3aluThbl Halweln NiaHeTb
OT acTepounpaoB. K akTnBu3auum ee pa3paboTku 1 BO-
NAOLWEHNA B XXN3Hb X NOATONIKHYNa HEeAABHAA U, YBbl,
BeCbMa HenpuATHaA BCTpeya XXutenem pPOoCCUNCKOro
YensburHCKa C He3BaHbIM KOCMUYeCKUM roctem. Mpea-
ctaBuTenu ASE coobLmnm, 4To XopoLLUNI TeflecKon, KO-
TOpbI OyAeT oTCNeXNBaTb TPAEKTOPUY UCKITIOUNTENb-
HO acTeponAoB N METEOPUTOB, YXKe CYLLeCTBYeT, AeHb-
r1 Ha ero BBOJ €ro B 3KCrJyaTaLuo cobpaHbl, npuyem
3HauuTesIbHasA NX YaCTb NOCTYNWA OT OM3HECMEHOB U3
Poccum.

PAKCA HeogHOKpaTHO BbICTyMan OpraHM3aTopom
Pas3fnYHbIX MepOnpPUATUA, MOCBALLEHHbIX OCBOEHUIO
KOCmoca. B Hawmx apxmBax COXpPaHUNUCb MaMATHble
doTorpadum nokopuTenen KocmMoca 1 3annucu Ux Bbl-
CTYNAEeHNN pa3HbIX NeT.

«bonbwe Bcero MHe 3amomHMnacb crneyunasnbHas
nporpaMmMa, B pamkax KoTopoii 6b11 NpuBefeH B Mops-
[JOK ropof, Ha3BaHHbIN B YeCTb nanbl, ropog larapuH.
JTO Npomucxoauno B rof, Korga otmevanca 50-netHui
tobunei ero noseTta B KOCMOC. A B MOCKOBCKOM locy-
LApCTBEHHOM apxuBe Torga npouna iobuneriHas Bbl-
CTaBKa, Ha KOTOPOW Oblnn NpeacTaBieHbl [OKYMEHTDI,
MHOIMe 13 KOTOPbIX BbICTABAAANCL BMEPBbIE, IMYHbIE
Belu, NprHaanexasLwe oTuy, MHOro potorpaduiis.

— Enena larapuHa, foub nepBoro KocmoHasTa l0pua farapuHa, au-
pekTop My3eeB MockoBckoro Kpemns

«[leTckmne dpaHTasmm penko ObIBAOT MPOTECTHLIMU.
A1 Hauana meuTaTb O KOCMOCE, YBMAEB OAVH 13 daHTa-
CcTUYecknx ¢punbmoB. farapurH ye nobbiBan Ha op6u-
Te, HO NOJeTbl YenoBeKa 3a npefesbl aTMochepbl Torga
elye BOCMPUHUMANMNCh Kak HEYTO U3 pAfa BOH BbIXxoas-
wee. MHe He XoTenocb 6bITb HaLMOHANIbHON repoVIHEN,
MHe XOTenocCb NPoCTO NPUKOCHYTbCA K 3Be3aam. Yaca-
MU A BraAfblBanacb B HOYHOe Hebo, CTapasdch HanTu
anropuTM pacrnonoxeHusa HebecHbix ceetus... Monet
IOpusa MarapmnHa B KOCMOC OTKPbIT OPOry BCEMY Yeso-
BeyecTBY BO BceneHnyto. l u MO amepurKaHCKre Kon-
Nern ¢ OrpOMHbIM yBaXKEHNEM OTHOCUMCA K POJSIn PyC-
CKMX B UICTOPUIM OCBOEHMA KOCMOCa».

— ActpoHaBt Maii [xxemucoH

«CopeBHOBaHMe ABYX BENMKUX AeprkaB NpuaaBano
OCBOEHWI0 KOCMOCa OnpefeNieHHbI MO3UTUBHBIN TON-
YyoK. Ho mup cerogHa cTan gpyrum, n segyujme Mnpo-
Bble [ilepaBbl He CTONbKO KOHKYPUPYIOT B KOCMOCE,
CKOJbKO COTPYAHNYAIOT B jefie ero OCBOEHUA».

— ActponaBT Heiin ApmcTpoHr O

FOR EVENTS AND UPDATES, GO TO HTTP://www.RussiaANAMERICANHISTORYIMONTH.ORG
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EVENTS

“RUSSIAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH” draws the attention of American audiences to the history of Russian-Americans and the role they have
played in the history of the US. Events and activities have been organized in various locations in New York State.

For complete event listings, go to HTTP://www.RussiANAMERICANHISTORYMONTH.ORG

Daria Bagrintseva, Solo
Exhibition

MaRcH 29 - APRIL 6
THE Museum oF RussiaN
ART, JErsey City
$5 / MEewmBERS: FREE

Daria has a strong cre-
ative drive that is felt in
her works. She is not
afraid of any size, shape,
color or unusual theme

Scriasin: THE Russian
PROMETHEUS

APRIL 13 @ 3:00 Pm
ZENKEL HaLL, NYC
$20, $35

Pianist Dmitry Rachman-
ov offers an all-Scriabin
program at Carnegie Hall
to celebrate the com-
poser’s 100th memorial
anniversary

Chto?

Gde?
(What? Where? When?)

Kogda?

May 3 @ 1:00 Pm
HamILTON HALL
FRrREE

A traditional intellectual
game extremely popular
in the Russian-speaking
world, and will be held
completely in Russian at
Columbia University

Michael Bulychev-0ks-
er, Piano Solo Recital

APRIL 6 @ 2:00 Pm
QuEeens CENTRAL LIBRARY
FREE

A top prizewinner of
many international com-
petitions, pianist  Mi-
chael Bulychev-Okser
will perform music by
Rachmaninov, Scriabin,
Glinka, among others

Bicentennial Celebra-

tion of the Great 19th

Century Russian Poet
Mikhail Lermontov

APRIL 14 @ 1:30 Pm

MiD-MANHATTAN  LIBRARY,
NYC / Free
Celebrate 200 vyears

since the birth of the
poet of the Caucuses
with illustrated lectures,
poetry readings & more

Music of Grigory
Smirnov

APRIL 7 @ 8:00 Pm
MEerkIN CONCERT HALL
$10-$30

The concert presents
new works by Grigory
Smirnov featuring stellar
New York performers of
the new generation

Tour of Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Sign

APRIL 22 @ 7:00 Pm
THE CaTHeDRAL OF OUR
LADY OF THE SIGN
FREE

Tour in English & Rus-

sian, conducted by

Prince Vladimir Galitzine,

recently retired Starosta
of the Cathedral

The 2014 Musical
Olympus Festival

APRIL 9 @ 7:30 Pm
CARNEGIE HALL
$15, $30, 45

Carnegie Hall will receive
young musicians from
four countries in a festi-
val performance show-
casing their talent

History Tour of the St.
Nicholas Cathedral

APRIL 24 @ 1:30 Pm
ST1. NicHoLas CATHEDRAL
FRee

Fr. Alexander Golubov,

gives a tour on the build-

ings history and architec-
tural innovations

Youth America Grand Prix's
15th Anniversary Closing
Night Celebration

APRIL 11
LincoLN CENTER
PosT PERFORMANCE RECEP-
TIoN: $250

JoIN Us FOR A PRe-PERFOR-

MANCE Q&A, CLOSING-NIGHT

PERFORMANCE, AND A PosT-
PERFORMANCE RECEPTION

ROBLIA
WY PHAN

The New Review, 70
years in New York

APRIL 26 @ 2:30 PMm
MID-MANHATTAN LIBRARY
FREE

Look back at the power of

poetry as expressed by

Russian poets over the

years in the pages of the

“New Review,” oldest

Russian literary magazine
in the US

Yuri’s Night

APRIL 12
\WORLD-WIDE

Since 2000, VYuri's Night
has given way to space-
themed parties and events
around the world in April,
celebrating both Yuri Gaga-
rin's launch making him the
first human in space and,
20 years later, the launch of
NASAs SPACE SHUTTLE

Attend our annual Rus-

Orthodox Easter
Picnic!

sian

APRIL 27
ALL SaINTS OF Russia
CHURCH, PINE BusH, NY
FREE

Go on a picnic to cel-

ebrate Russian Orthodox

Easter. Transportation
bus available ($20)

“The Spring Ball” of the
Russian Nobility Asso-
ciation in America

May 9 @ 7:30 Pm
THE PIERRE HOTEL
InDv. TickeTs: $450+ /
TaBLES OF TEN: $4,500+

Ball to raise funds to sup-
port numerous charitable
organizations

Jubilee Concert with
Willy Tokarev

May 11 @ 5:00 pm
Symphony Space, NYC
$55/$45/$35

Diana Bagrationi Foun-
dation & VK Studios
present the solo per

formance of legendary

composer & singer Willi
Tokarev

Young Musicians:
Spivakov International
Charity Foundation
Concert

May 14
Merkin Concert Hall, NYC

A series of perfor-
mances by some of the
world’s most talented
young musicians!

VIVA! TCHAIKOVSKY

May 16 @ 7:30 Pm
THEATER AT EL MUSEO DEL
Barrio, NYC
TickeTs: $25-$65,

This 2-act evening of mu-
sic by Tchaikovsky will
feature New Opera’s pro-
duction of composer’s
opera “IOLANTA” and a
ballet “Dear Nadezhda”

RACH-C’s 8th Annual
Children’s Festival of
Russian Culture

May 17 @ 3:00 Pm
NYU SkIRBALL PERFORMANCE

Center / $15/ $20/ $25

Children’s Folk Ensem-
bles perform centuries
old Russian music &
dance along with con-
temporary song & dance

www. Russz'dnAmericﬂnHixtoryMont/J. org



